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Objectives of the GUIDE 
·Provide a methodology to design, implement, evaluate, and modify 

utility -specific water conservation programs.   

·Provide a minimum set of water conservation practices  

·Contribute to the development of improved regulatory approaches for 
public water supply conservation requirements. 

·Assist utilities in developing water conservation programs that are 
goal-based, accountable, measurable, economically efficient, effective, 
and affordable. 

·Assist utilities in developing water conservation plans that allow no 
reduction in, and increase where possible, utility-specific water 
conservation effectiveness over current programs. 

 



Data Needed to Complete the Guide (1) 

·Water and/or Consumptive Use Permit applications and existing 
WUP/CUP permits 

·Billing Data for at least the two full calendar years (you may enter 
historical data for up to 10 years) 

·Customer Classes and description of the classes 

·Meter sizes used by each customer class 

·Number of accounts for each customer class 

·Number of multi -family units in the service area 

·List ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÕÓÅÒȭÓ  

·Population and water use projections per year for the next five years, 
then in five-year increments through a 20-yr horizon  

·Current per capita water use and calculations  



Data Needed to Complete the Guide (2) 

·Water production data for the last full calendar year: 

· Raw water withdrawn  

· Raw water imported 

· Raw water exported 

· Treated water produced 

· Treated water imported 

· Treated water exported 

· Total volume billed  

· Total volume of all unbilled metered use 

·Cost of water  

·Rate structure of all sectors and uses 



Data Needed to Complete the Guide (3) 

·Socioeconomic data from the U.S. Census Bureau or Property 
!ÐÐÒÁÉÓÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 

·Estimated number of homes built before 1983 

·Estimated number of homes built between 1983 and 1995 

·Estimated number of homes built after 1995 

·Median assessed value of homes in the service area 

·Estimated average household size (people per home (pph)) for single 
family and multi -family 

 



Guide Process 
· PROFILE MODULE  

· Step 1:    Enter Profile Information  

· Step 2a:   View/Print Profile Summary Report 

· Step 2b:  View/Print Baseline Plan Report 

· Step 3:    Review of Profile and Baseline Plan Reports with the WMD  

·  PLANNING MODULE  

· Step 4:    View Edit/Print Water Conservation Toolbox Summary 

· Step 5:    Consider conducting a review of Profile and Toolbox   

· Step 6:    Develop BMP Portion of the Plan 

· Step 7:    Review BMP Plan Summary 

· Step 8:    View/Print Implementation Plan of Measures and BMPs 

· Step 9:    Water Management District Review of Plan 

·  REPORTING MODULE  

· Step 10:  Report on Plan Submitted as Step 9 

· Step 11:  View/Print Plan Report and Submit to District  

· Step 12:  Water Management District Review of Plan  

 









Issues With the Guide 

·The Guide software had bugs and was not easy to use.   

·Considerable effort was needed to fill in the required data for the utility 
Profile section of the Guide. 

·Users were not sure how the Profile information was used by the Guide 
software. 

·The Guide required that some BMPs and Measures be implemented as 
part of the Conservation Plan.  

·Users were unclear how the Guide was to be used by water 
management districts (WMDs) as part of their regulatory process, 
including the Consumptive Use Permit (CUP) review process. 

·The Guide software used evaluation methods that differ than those 
required by the WMDs as part of the CUP review process, e.g., different 
methods for estimating percentage water loss; different sets of required 
BMPs and Measures. 

 



Comparison of EZ Guide to Original GUIDE 

·Aggregated data input 

·Simplification of Measure data input 

·Detailed BMP implementation input now 
optional  

·Removed present worth calculations 

·Added background replacement to BMP 
calculations 

·Added graphical representations of results 

 



EZ Guide 
·Develop a Goal-based water conservation plan 

·Accepted as part of the Consumptive Use 
Permit 

·Can be linked with FRWA water audit 

·Can be done with varying degrees of detail by 
selecting modules (Version 2.0) 
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